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E D U C A T I O N

Dissertation: Run, Win, Serve: Women State Legislators Reflect on Their First
Experiences With Political Candidacy and Elected Office
Advisor: Mary Christine Banwart
Graduate Certificate: Service Learning
Completed requirements for Graduate Minor in Quantitative Psychology

PH.D. ,  COMMUNICATION STUDIES (POLITICAL COMMUNICATION)
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
2023

C U R R E N T  P O S I T I O N
2024-present
Associate Teaching Professor
University of Kansas School of Professional Studies
Organizational Communication Master’s/Bachelor of Professional Studies

Thesis: The Allusion of Time: The Effect of Kairos on Barack Obama and Martin Luther
King Jr.’s Common Metaphors
Advisor: Heather Crandall

M.A. ,  COMMUNICATION & LEADERSHIP STUDIES
GONZAGA UNIVERSITY
2010

Advisor: Ted Spiker
Minor: Linguistics
Minor: Teaching English as a Second Language

B.S. ,  JOURNALISM (MAGAZINE)
B.A. ,  ENGLISH
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
2005

https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilyvietti/


T E A C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E

Communication in the Workplace (PFS 301) (F24)
Speaker-Audience Communication (COMS 130)
Problem Solving in Teams & Groups (COMS 342)
Introduction to Leadership Studies (LDST 201)
Introduction to Political Communication (COMS 307)
Communication on the Internet (COMS 320)
Audience-Centered Public Speaking in the Workplace (COMS 322)
Mass Media & Politics (COMS 335/POLS 521)
Leadership Studies Practicum (LDST 532)
Introduction to Leadership Studies, Honors (LDST 203)
Introduction to Leadership Studies & Applications (LDST 200)
Leadership & Communication (LDST 431)

UNDERGRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

Pilot Instructor, KU Adidas Leadership Scholars Program (2017-2018)
The Adidas Leadership Scholars program is a comprehensive four- year leadership
and development program involving accelerated coursework, leadership training,
experiential learning opportunities, and community mentoring and service designed
for incoming KU students who are Pell-grant eligible or first-generation college
students.

Pilot Instructor, KU Transition to Postsecondary Education Program (2016)                                           
The KU-TPE program is an inclusive postsecondary education program for KU
students with intellectual disabilities.

SPECIAL TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES

Public Speaking (SPD 121)
Interpersonal Communication (SPD 120)

UNDERGRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT 
JOHNSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Exploring Communication Theory (PFS 860) (F24)
Communication Practices for Inclusive Organizations (PFS 825) (F24)
Communication Ethics for Managers and Leaders (PFS 827) (S25)
Communicating Across Workplace Generations (PFS 829) (S25)

GRADUATE COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS



H O N O R S ,  A W A R D S ,  &  F E L L O W S H I P S

Civic Engagement Faculty Fellow, KU Center for Service Learning (2024)

Civic Facilitators Fellow, Kansas Leadership Center (2022)

Selected participant: KU Center for Teaching Excellence Course Design Institute (2022)

Selected participant: KU Experiential Learning Institute (2021)

Social Justice Fellow, University of Kansas Office of Multicultural Affairs (2019)

Doctoral Research Fellow, KU Institute for Policy and Social Research (2017)

E.C. Buehler Teaching Fellowship (for most outstanding graduate teaching), KU

Communication Studies department (2017)

Graduate Writing Fellow, KU Writing Center (2016-2017)

C O N F E R E N C E  P A R T I C I P A T I O N

“Lifting while we climb: Political training programs and the role model effect” Political

Communication Division, National Communication Association, New Orleans, LA (2022)

    

 Panel Chair, Human Communication Division, National  Communication Association,

Philadelphia, PA (2016)

“Connecting through Facebook: An analysis of presentation strategies in mixed-gender

races”, Political Communication Division, National Communication Association, Las Vegas,

NV (2015)

P U B L I C A T I O N

White paper
Co-authored with Mary Christine Banwart

KANSAS MUNICIPALITIES & GENDER BALANCE: THE STATUS OF BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS (2021)  



I N V I T E D  L E C T U R E S  &  P R E S E N T A T I O N S

“Experiential Learning Through a Community-Engaged and Civically-Minded Lens”

(2024) Co-Presenter (with Kate Kemper & Steph Ruppen) for the Center for Teaching

Excellence’s 2024 Teaching Summit

“Inclusive Leadership” (2024) Invited presentation for the Hubert H. Humphrey

Fellowship Program, University of Kansas

“The Feedback Loop: How to Give (and Receive!) Authentic Feedback” (2024) Invited

presentation for the Wichita State University Public Policy & Management Center 

“Women’s Civic Leadership Pathways” (2024) Invited presentation for the Kansas

Women in State Employment annual conference, Kansas Department of Administration 

“Teaching with Desirable Difficulties: Creating Demanding and Supportive Learning

Environments” (2024) Invited presentations (with Amy Leyerzapf & Shannon Criss) for

the Center for Teaching Excellence

Self vs. Role (2024) Invited workshop (with Amy Leyerzapf) for the SELF Engineering

Fellows conference

“Teaching with Desirable Difficulties: Creating Demanding and Supportive Learning

Environments” (2023) Co-Presenter (with Amy Leyerzapf & Shannon Criss) for the

Center for Teaching Excellence’s 2023 Teaching Summit

“Inclusive Leadership” (2023) Invited presentation for the Hubert H. Humphrey

Fellowship Program, University of Kansas

“Teaching with Desirable Difficulties: Creating Demanding and Supportive Learning

Environments” (2023) Co-Presenter (with Amy Leyerzapf) for the School of Education

and Health Sciences Innovations and Technology Faculty and Staff Summer Camp

“Why Gender Matters” (2022) Co-Presenter (with Mary Christine Banwart) for the

Johnson County Women Leading Government

“Inclusive Leadership” (2022) Invited presentation for the Hubert H. Humphrey

Fellowship Program, University of Kansas

“Elevate Women’s Pathways to Service” (2022) Co-Presenter (with Mary Christine

Banwart) for the Women’s History Month Program Series, T-Mobile Women and Allies

Network



I N V I T E D  L E C T U R E S  &  P R E S E N T A T I O N S ,
C O N T I N U E D . . .

“Women’s Civic Leadership Pathways” (2022) Co-Presenter (with Mary Christine

Banwart) for the Kansas Women in State Employment annual conference, Kansas

Department of Administration 

“Research and Representation: Kansas Municipalities and Gender Balance” (2022)

Co-Presenter (with Mary Banwart) for the Appointments Project® and Ready to Run

Kansas® Women’s Leadership Series sponsored by United WE and the KU Institute for

Leadership Studies

“Women’s Civic Leadership Pathways” (2022) Co-Presenter (with Mary Banwart) for the

Legislative Event for Advocacy in Faith annual conference 

Keynote address (2021) Kansas Women in Public Service annual conference, Wichita

State University 

“Political Communication Online: Election 2016” (2016) Invited Speaker for

Communication on the Internet course

“Priming, Framing, and Agenda-Setting: A Media Perspective” (2014) Invited Speaker

for the bridge course: Political Communication (COMS 307/607)

W O R K S H O P S  &  T R A I N I N G S  

Leadership Coach Intensive, Kansas Leadership Center (2023)

Compassionate Communication workshop, University of Kansas (2023)

Equip to Lead, Kansas Leadership Center (2022)

Lead for Change, Kansas Leadership Center (2022)

(Updated) SafeZone I & II training, University of Kansas (2022)

Your Leadership Edge, Kansas Leadership Center (2020)

Bystander training, University of Kansas (2018)

SafeZone training, University of Kansas (2016)

Diversity & inclusion workshop, University of Kansas (2016)

Microaggressions training, University of Kansas (2015) 



S E R V I C E

Reviewer, Political Communication Division, National Communication Association,
2014-present
Reviewer, Political Communication Division, International Communication
Association, 2014-2019
Reviewer, Association of Internet Researchers, 2018
Reviewer, Human Communication & Technology Division, National
Communication Association, 2016-2017

DISCIPLINARY SERVICE

G R A N T S

Women’s Foundation Grant: Women’s Civic Engagement, 2019-2022            $96,500

Co-Investigator 2022 

Awarded to design a statewide women’s civic engagement program, through which

women receive training to run for political office and develop their leadership capacity to

sit on civic boards and commissions. The program was launched with a $46,500 grant in

2019-2020 and renewed at $49,999 for continued development and programming for

2020-2021. 

Center for American Women & Politics mini grant, 2022-23                       $5,000

Awarded to conduct research to design and implement a fellowship to grant to one fellow

to aid in designing programming for the Appointments Project & Ready to Run Kansas

Women’s Leadership Series for Kansas rural women who are interested in increased civic

leadership.

Center for American Women & Politics mini grant, 2021-22                       $5,000

Awarded to design and implement a fellowship to grant to two fellows to aid in designing

programming for the Appointments Project & Ready to Run Kansas Women’s Leadership

Series for Kansas women of color who are interested in increased civic leadership.



S E R V I C E ,  C O N T I N U E D  . . .  

A P P O I N T E D  P O S I T I O N

Johnson County Public Art Commission (2022-present, reappointed in 2024)

REPRESENTATIVE,  FOURTH DISTRICT

Member, University Awards Committee, 2022-2023

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Chair, Curriculum Committee, Institute for Leadership Studies (2022-2024),
Member since 2020
Chair, Undergraduate Committee, Institute for Leadership Studies (2022-2024),
Member since 2020
Member, Instructional Evaluation Committee, Institute for Leadership Studies
(2020-2024), Chair from 2022-2024
President, Graduate Student Organization, Communication Studies (2017-18)  
Executive Board, (Pro)Social Student Organization, Communication Studies (2017-
18)
Mentor for First-Year Graduate Students, Communication Studies (2015-2017)
Vice President, (Pro)Social Student Organization, Communication Studies (2015-
2017)
Faculty Representative, Graduate Student Organization, Communication Studies
(2015-16)
Editor, Communication Studies Department Newsletter/Blog (2014-15)
Social Media Coordinator, (Pro)Social Student Organization, Communication
Studies (2014-15)
Judge, Linkugel Speech Competition, Communication Studies (2014)

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE



A D D I T I O N A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E
Director, Ready to Run Kansas (2020-2024)

Lecturer/Program Associate, KU Institute for Leadership Studies (2020-2024)

Consultant, The Ascend Fund (2021)

Writing Fellows Program Coordinator, KU Writing Center (2017-2018)

Quantitative/Qualitative Field Researcher, Haynes & Company (2011-2019)

Online Learning & Technology Student Assistant, Dr. Angela Gist-Mackey, University of

Kansas (2016-2017)

Graduate Writing Consultant, KU Writing Center (2015-17)

Communications & Events Coordinator, College of Architecture, Planning, & Design,

Kansas State University (2011-2013)

Campus News Coordinator, Kansas State University (2010-2011)

Exhibit Writer & Editor, Newseum, Washington, DC (2007-2009)

Managing Editor, InSite Gainesville, Gainesville, Florida (2005-2007)


